
Repairing, Converting
And Maintaining Your Own RVHauler



My Personal Approach

There are other (perhaps cheaper) 

ways to do this, but I try to achieve 

oSafety

oReliability

oLongevity

oPerformance



Safety

Big Stuff = Big Owies

Fingers and Eyes Don’t Grow Back



Trades to Locate / Unique Parts Orders

o Volvo

o Henry and Davena 

Szmyt

o Mobile Tire and 

Balancing

o Driveshaft 

Straightening 

Balancing and Mods

o Truck Parts (non Volvo)

o Wheel Polish

o Paint and Sandblasting

o Detailing inside and 

out

o Wheel Alignment 

and/or Tire Supply

o Steel Supply and 

Welding

o Wreckers / Parts 

Disposal

o Upholstery

o Glass Shop (Mobile)

o Brake Controller 

Suppliers and Ramps



Gotchas

It takes 

two – you 

will be 

moving 

the truck 

LOTS.



Gotchas

You will 

need to 

invest a 

few 

dollars in 

metric 

tools



Gotchas

This isn’t a 

weekend project

o 30 days back 

and forth to 

shops

o Waiting for 

trades 20 days

o Hands on – 10?

o Hmmm 3 months



Gotchas

oTest Test

Test Test

oBEFORE 

you go 

on 

holidays.



Gotchas

Sorry,

You aren’t 

going to 

pay for this 

conversion 

with left-

over parts.



Intermission



Options

o David Dixon 

Headlights

o Battery Minder, 

and or shutoffs

o Handheld Radios

o Seating

o Generators

o Cameras

o Chrome

o Floor Mats

o Inverters

o Bumpers

o Tire Pressure 

Monitoring

o Microwave

o Porta-Pottie

o Decals

o Spare Parts to 

Always Carry



Tools



Tools

oBig Jacks

oAir tools

oNew lines

oBrake 

cleaner

oFrame Stands

oEngine hoist –

and flat floor

oTorch

oWelder

oGrinders

oCharger (key 

is on quite a 

bit)

oAll new bolts, 

tire warps, 

hoses, fittings

oElectrical



Safety

oAll the time, especially for guests

oKeep your phone on you

oFire extinguisher

oLighting

oEyes

oEars

oHands

oFeet



Hitches

I have tried many.

I have seen many used ones.

I only trust Henry’s hitch.



Lets Open the Spreadsheet

Gregg Loves Lists



Lets Open the Spreadsheet


